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As this term and indeed the academic year draws to a close, we can both look back with a sense of pride at how
far our Y12 students have come since starting with us, but also look forward to what we hope will be another set of
excellent and well deserved exam results for our outgoing Y13 class of 2024.

Y13 Leavers’ Ball

On Friday 7' July, we held our annual Y13 celebration event at the Quays Hotel Sheffield. The now traditional
Notre Dame Oscar awards as voted for by the students were presented as part of the evening, and as always,
these went down very well. This was a fantastic evening and it was great to share this informal time away from
school with our brilliant students. They all looked wonderful and | think we can safely say the class of 2024 really
did scrub up well!

Y12 Assessment Recovery Week

Following the recent Y12 assessment week, if students received a grade that indicated they were at significant risk
of achieving a U grade at the end of Y13, we invited them to be part of recovery week. This involved a meeting with
Mr Birch/Mr Smith, a further opportunity to sit an assessment paper, then if needed, a follow up meeting was held.
This was a really positive intervention, with the vast majority of students sitting the additional assessment enjoying
an improved outcome and needing no further follow up

UCAS Fair

On the afternoon of Friday 7th of June, Y12 attended the annual Higher Education Fair held at Sheffield Arena.
The feedback from this event was very positive with students taking in over 130 higher education and degree ap-
prenticeship providers, as well as a variety of subject presentations.

Enrichment days
On Monday 8th July year 12 students attended Sheffield Hallam University in order to get a feel for university life;

the visit consisted of presentations, campus tour as well as subject specific workshops. On Tuesday 9th, students
were in school attending presentations/workshops covering year 13 revision plans, gap years, degree apprentice-
ships and personal statements. The students also signed up for UCAS on this day with those students on the Biol-
ogy field trip signing up once they returned to school.

Notre News

| hope as | did, you enjoy reading the accompanying 5th issue of Notre News, the Notre
Dame Sixth Form Newspaper. As a new editorial team take the reigns in an impressively
seamless transition from the outgoing Y13 team, this entirely independent (from staff)
publication goes from strength to strength.

On behalf of the Sixth Form Team, thank you for your continued support throughout the year and best wishes for a
restful summer break with your family and friends.

God bless,

Martyn Birch-Head of Sixth Form



mailto:school@notredame-high.co.uk
https://www.notredame-high.co.uk/

Y138 Results

Y13 Results day Advice

On A Level results day, UCAS will come live at 8am. Students log on to UCAS to see if their place is

confirmed. Possible scenarios:

A. Students have the grades for their firm choice (or don’t have the grades, but their firm choice still
accepts them) — PLACE AT FIRM CHOICE CONFIRMED

B.

Students have the grades for their Insurance choice (or don’t have the grades, but their Insurance

choice still accepts them) — PLACE AT INSURANCE CHOICE CONFIRMED

C.

Students don’t have the grades for either their firm or insurance choice — they will then be eligible

for Clearing and will receive a clearing number. Students can then ring as many universities as
they wish and gain as many offers as possible over the phone, BUT CAN THEN ONLY PUT ONE
DOWN THROUGH UCAS CLEARING LATER THAT DAY (Time TBC, but normally 4pm)

If a student changes their University, they then just need to book accommodation with that institution
on Results day and update Student Finance with their new institution/course.

Further information from UCAS is below.

Preparing for results day and Clearing | Undergraduate | UCAS

Congratulations!

If either your firm choice {or your insurance if you missed your firm offer) is
marked unconditional, your place is secure. Make sure you check your emails
(including junk mailbex) for info from the unis

Place Confirmed

Universities may award the place, anyway, check your
UCAS Hub application portal to see if your Firm or
Insurance choice is marked as Confirmed (Unconditional).

Unconditional Offer Holder

Alternative Offer

Your Firm/Insurance uni may make you an
alternative offer (e.g. for a different course),
which you can accept or turn down on Track

Missed Grades
Place Confirmed or
Awaiting Decision

Awaiting Decision

Your Firm/Insurance Choice may still
be considering whether to award you
a place, if you have missed the offer,
contact them to find out if there is
anything they need from you. You can
“decline your place” to enter Clearing.

Grades Appeal

The grounds for appealing
grades are limited. Info on this
will be sent separately.

Your grades were not high
enough for your place to
be confirmed, and your

Appeal to University

You may be considered for an
alternative course (e.g. foundation) at
your preferred uni. Contact them if
you'd like to see if this is possible.

Retake Exams

You can re-take exams in the next academic
year and re-apply through the next UCAS cycle.

Clearing

If you still want to go to university, then you can use the
Clearing process to find an alternative university place. See
guide on Clearing and Clearing Plus.

No Longer Want
to Go to University

Use the “Decline your place” option to withdraw
from your offer(s). NB this cannot be undone.

Want to Change Uni?

Discouraged at this stage, but if you are sure you want to apply to other unis, self-release into
Clearing by using (NB this cannot be undone) the “decline your place” button. You can do this
from July 5. NB — if accepted on your firm choice, your insurance choice is automatically
declined, so you have to contact them to see if they have space, if you now wish to go there.

Change Course?

If you want to go to the same uni but a different
course, contact the uni to discuss this. There is
no guarantee it will be possible, but you can ask.

Conditional Offer

Holder Grades Met Congratulations

If either your firm choice (or your
insurance - if you missed your firm
offer) is now confirmed (marked as
uncenditional), your place is secure.
Make sure you check your emails
(including junk mailbox) for info
from the unis

RESULTS
DAY
2024

Exceeded Predicted
Grades

Clearing

You can contact universities with
higher entry requirements than
your original predictions, to see if
they have space. If they do and
they say they would offer you a
place, you will then apply through
Clearing. Do NOT enter Clearing
until you are sure you want to do
this/have an offer from another
university. Entering Clearing will
lose your current offers.

If you decline your place, you can
use Clearing Plus, which will
automatically show you potential
options.

Withdraw


https://www.ucas.com/undergraduate/clearing-and-results-day/what-clearing/preparing-results-day-and-clearing

V42 Update

Date Activity
July-August 2024 Students work on personal statements.
September-October University entrance tests— register with exams office in school.
2024
September-November UCAS application form completed and personal statements finalised.
2024

15 October 2024 UCAS Application DEADLINE for Oxbridge, Dentistry, Medicine and Veteri-
nary applications.

30 November 2024 SCHOOL deadline for all UCAS applications
29 January 2025 UCAS EXTERNAL Deadline for All Applications
February—May 2025 Student Finance applications to be completed
May/June 2025 Deadline for students to accept firm and insurance choices

University Entrance Tests

Most courses and Universities do not require students to sit an entrance test. Please look on individual
University websites or check at Open Days with regards to which institutions require these.
The following tests will take place in school.

Test of Mathematics for University Admission (TMUA)
Engineering Admissions Assessment (ENGAA)
Natural Sciences Admissions Assessment (NSAA)
Thinking Skills Assessment Section 1 (TSA S1)
Thinking Skills Assessment (TSA)

Registration for these open on 1st September and students register for these with the exams office
when they return to Year 13 in September.

For students interested in both Dentistry and Medicine, the UCAT entrance test may need to be sat.

This is NOT sat in school and is booked by the students themselves. Registration for this opened on the
18th June and closes on 19th September 2024.

UCAS Sign-Up

All Year 12 students have now signed up to UCAS and have an account. Students can apply to Univer-
sity from Monday 2nd September. The actual deadline for applications to be sent is 29th January
2025, but we strongly suggest that students meet the school deadline of 30th November 2024. Please
note applications to Dentistry, Medicine, Oxbridge and Veterinary have a deadline of 15th October
2024.
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Sources of support for parents and students
o PowerPoint Presentation (notredame-high.co.uk)

e How-to-best-help-your-child-with-revision.docx.pdf (notredame-high.co.uk)

e Video for Parents 3: Grades and coping with pressure | Resources | Net Sixth Form

e Greg-Thornton-Revision-notes.pdf (notredame-high.co.uk)

e Revision revisited - improve your subject understanding PDF activity - click here

Accompanying video - Revision to improve understanding - click here

e Understanding stress and questionnaire PDF - download

Accompanying video - coping with stress - watch

« Barriers to learning activity — PDF - download

Self-reflection exercise about what barriers can be controlled more easily than others

e The aim is for students to study around 20-24 hours independent study hours (3-4 hours
per day) outside lesson time to help them achieve top grades.

« PROCRASTINATION

For students who get distracted with their phones - use this procrastination video - click here

« ROUTINES

For students who need more of a routine - use this video as well as the time management

sheets that can be downloaded - click here

Time management sheet - click here

o« PUTTING IN THE HOURS

For those who need persuading that high performing students put in the hours - click here

Additional Revision Support Sources

Popplet
Learning tools, flashcards, and textbook solutions | Quizlet

Revision tips | Exam stress support | The Mix

How To Stop Procrastinating | Managing Your Time | The Mix

Ebbinghaus's Forgetting Curve - Why We Keep Forgetting and What We Can Do About It
(mindtools.com)

Study Motivation | How To Get Motivated To Study | The Mix

Revision Tips | Best Revision Techniques | Study & Exam Tips | The Mix

Revision Timetable Maker / Study Planner (getrevising.co.uk)

Past papers (getrevising.co.uk)

How to Create the Best Revision Cards | GoStudent | GoStudentPopplet

Additional Support Sources for Wellbeing
YoungMinds | Mental Health Charity For Children And Young People | YoungMinds
Home - Kooth
Golddigger Trust
Welcome to The Corner - WHO WE ARE (thecornersheffield.com)
Home - Epic Friends
Door 43 | Sheffield Mental Health Guide
Sheffield Wellbeing Resources - 2019-11 v1.1.pdf (learnsheffield.co.uk)
lets talk.pdf (sheffieldccg.nhs.uk)
On My Mind | Resources for Young People | Anna Freud Centre
Parents and Careers | Advice and Guidance | Anna Freud Centre
Anxiety - Every Mind Matters - NHS (www.nhs.uk)



https://www.notredame-high.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2023/04/Revision-Assembly-Powerpoint.pdf
https://www.notredame-high.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2023/04/How-to-best-help-your-child-with-revision.docx.pdf
https://www.netsixthform.co.uk/resources/view/video-for-parents-3-grades-and-coping-with-pressure
https://www.notredame-high.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/12/Greg-Thornton-Revision-notes.pdf
https://www.netsixthform.co.uk/resources/view/revision-1-improving-your-understanding-tutorial-activity
https://www.netsixthform.co.uk/resources/view/revision-focus-on-understanding-your-subject
https://www.netsixthform.co.uk/resources/view/stress-activity
https://www.netsixthform.co.uk/resources/view/coping-with-stress
https://www.netsixthform.co.uk/resources/view/barriers-to-learning-explore-what-you-can-control
https://www.netsixthform.co.uk/resources/view/procrastination-phones-and-social-media
https://www.netsixthform.co.uk/resources/view/procrastination-routines-and-discipline
https://www.netsixthform.co.uk/resources/view/blank-study-schedules-to-use
https://www.netsixthform.co.uk/resources/view/putting-in-the-hours
https://app.popplet.com/#/login
https://quizlet.com/
https://www.themix.org.uk/work-and-study/study-and-exam-tips/how-to-revise-without-burning-out-45914.html?gclid=EAIaIQobChMIj67Bs7H0-wIVmK3tCh2eWwIwEAAYAiAAEgIg8fD_BwE
https://www.themix.org.uk/work-and-study/working-life/how-to-stop-procrastinating-1831.html
https://www.mindtools.com/a9wjrjw/ebbinghauss-forgetting-curve
https://www.mindtools.com/a9wjrjw/ebbinghauss-forgetting-curve
https://www.themix.org.uk/work-and-study/study-and-exam-tips/study-motivation-1354.html
https://www.themix.org.uk/work-and-study/study-and-exam-tips/revision-tips-for-exams-1238.html
https://getrevising.co.uk/planner
https://getrevising.co.uk/past-papers
https://insights.gostudent.org/en/best-revision-cards#What-are-revision-cards
https://app.popplet.com/#/login
https://www.youngminds.org.uk/?gclid=EAIaIQobChMIt9LC38na-gIVE-3tCh171geaEAAYASAAEgJDX_D_BwE
https://www.kooth.com/
https://www.golddiggertrust.co.uk/
http://www.thecornersheffield.com/
https://epicfriends.co.uk/
https://www.sheffieldmentalhealth.co.uk/services/door-43
https://www.learnsheffield.co.uk/Downloads/Resources/StudentWellbeingResources/Sheffield%20Wellbeing%20Resources%20-%202019-11%20v1.1.pdf
https://www.sheffieldccg.nhs.uk/Downloads/Our%20Projects/Childrens/lets%20talk.pdf
https://www.annafreud.org/on-my-mind/
https://www.annafreud.org/parents-and-carers/
http://Anxiety%20-%20Every%20Mind%20Matters%20-%20NHS%20(www.nhs.uk)

